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h ._„ fi n ? e t J e coup in Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia has 
been at least somewhat responsive to Pakistani 
requests that it be friendlier to the new rulers 
than it was toward Mujib. Riyadh disliked Mu jib's 
emphasis on secularism and appears sympathetic to 
Jr:* e government's more Islamic outlook. (SECRET 
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Bangladesh 

Arms Confiscation Program Continues 

The government is continuing its campaign to 
round up the large number of weapons illegally held 
throughout the country. The campaign began in mid- 
September after few Bengalees had turned in arms dur- 
. ing a six-day amnesty period. Since then large 

numbers of assorted weapons have been confiscated 
and over 1,500 people have been arrested, according 
to government statements. Most of those arrested 
will be tried according to the regime's martial law 
regulations, under which the death sentence can be 
imposed . 

The campaign reflects the regime's continuing 
concern over internal security. In addition to the 
ever-present threat of terrorism by right- and left- 
wing extremist groups, the government is worried 
about reports that diehard followers of the late 
president Mu jib may be seeking revenge. Many of 
those who belong to Mujib's now-banned party still 
have weapons given them by the old regime. 

The new government claims that it has lists of 
those who illegally hold weapons and that it will 
continue the campaign "until the last bullet is 
found." It could be in for a difficult and even 
bloody campaign. Mu jib made several efforts to 
confiscate arms with only limited success, 
(CONFIDENTIAL) 
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